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Summary of Proposed Rule 

• Update the rule’s reference to the Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices’ (ACIP) national guidelines from 

the 2012 version to the 2013 version 

• Align immunization exemption policy with 2011 state 

legislative changes to RCW 28A.210.090 

• Other housekeeping 
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2013 National Immunization Guidelines 

• Update to most current schedule to avoid stakeholder 

confusion 

• 2013 national immunization schedule does not change 

immunization requirements for schools and child care 

centers 

• Technical change only 
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• “Health care practitioner” defined: 

• Physicians, physician assistants, osteopaths, naturopaths 

and ARNPs licensed under Title 18 RCW 

• Only professions allowed to approve immunization 

exemptions for school and child care 
 

 

Immunization Exemption Updates and Clarifications  
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• For parents to exempt for medical, philosophical or 

religious reasons, a health care practitioner must: 
 

• Sign a statement on the exemption form that the parent has 

received information about the benefits and risks of 

immunization  
-- OR-- 

• Submit a letter which must include: 

• Reference to the child’s name 

• Indication the parent has received immunization information 

• Signature and date of health care practitioner 

Immunization Exemption Updates and Clarifications  
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• Exemptions and Demonstration of Religious Membership: 

• Define “religious membership” as membership in a church or 

religious body whose beliefs preclude medical treatment from 

a health care practitioner 

• Parents demonstrating religious membership do not require 

practitioner’s signature or letter to exempt 

• How parents demonstrate membership 

• Sign and date a statement on the exemption form 

• List the name of the religious body 

 

 

Immunization Exemption Updates and Clarifications  
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• Clarify definition of “child care center” 

• Licensed by the Department of Early Learning 

• 13 or more children who are 1 month through 12 years of age 

• Providing care for less than 24 hours at a time 
 

• Diseases for which a child must show proof of immunization 

against 

• Listed alphabetically 

• Common name used 

 
 

 

Other Housekeeping 



8 

Questions? 
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* 
Vaccine Requirements and Guidelines 

2013 ACIP Immunization Schedule. Board-required vaccines for 

school and child care are circled in red. 
* 
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